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Celebrating Fourth of July and Juneteenth

By Jeff Thomas

Editor s note: We are publishing this although
Juneteenth has passed. Jeff Thomas enlightens
by disclosing the unity in both celebrations, a
unity that is beyond the months of June and July.

In the United States, two significant holidays
reflect the nation’s complex and diverse history:
Juneteenth and the Fourth of July. While the Fourth
of July has been celebrated by many Americans
since the country’s founding, Juneteenth has only
recently gained recognition as a national holiday.
Both days are deeply intertwined with the American
values of freedom and liberty, and it is important
for all Americans, including white Americans, to
celebrate and understand the significance of both.

Juneteenth

Juneteenth, observed on June Nineteenth,
commemorates the day in 1865 when Union soldiers
arrived in Galveston, Texas, to announce the end
of the Civil War and the abolition of slavery, as
decreed by the Emancipation Proclamation two

and a half years earlier. This day marks a pivotal
moment in American history when the nation took
a significant step toward fulfilling its foundational
promise of liberty for all.

Fourth of July

The Fourth of July, or Independence Day, is
celebrated on July Fourth and marks the adoption
of'the Declaration of Independence in 1776. Itisa
day that symbolizes the birth of the United States
as an independent nation and the beginning of its
journey toward democracy and freedom.

For white Americans, celebrating Juneteenth
is an opportunity to acknowledge and honor the
contributions and sacrifices of African Americans
in the pursuit of equality and justice. It is a time
to reflect on the ongoing struggle against racial
injustice and to commit to the ideals of liberty and
equality that benefit all citizens. By recognizing the
significance of Juneteenth, white Americans can
show solidarity with their fellow citizens and help
foster a more inclusive and understanding society.

Similarly, the Fourth of July is a celebration
of independence and the democratic principles

for all Americans,

regardless of race, to come together and
commemorate the country’s founding ideals. For
white Americans, it is also a chance to appreciate
the diverse contributions that have shaped the nation
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With a database of over 1.6 million businesses,
SBE assists agencies with public legal notices
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digital publications every month and at
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LIGHTING

Bulbs, Ballasts, Exits/Emergency
Lights, Installation Options

ELECTRICAL

Wire, Distribution, Wiring
Devices, Installation Material

We deliver a wide range of products and services to proudly serve
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Contact info: 3623 D’Hemecourt Street « New Orleans, LA 70119
504-891-5504-0 « 504-891-5580-f « Belectriks@balthazarinc.com « www.Balthazarinc.com

SECURITY
Smoke, Carbon Monoxide and
Metal Detectors, Surveillance
Equipment, and Batteries

COMMUNICATIONS
Fiber Optic Cable,
Telecommunication Systems, and
Office Equipment

xad U

: and leaves you anticipating the next.
‘ www.lagniappebaking.com

Lagniappe Baking is a neighborhood
bakehouse owned by pastry chef
Kaitlin Guerin, a 2025 James Beard
Award nominee. The one-of-a-kind
assorted pastry boxes highlight the
local, seasonal bounty of the Crescent
City’s agriculture. Each box challenges
your taste buds with flavor combinations
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Federal Contracting for Small Businesses Webinar
Tuesday, July 14, 2026, 11:00 am-12:30 pm CDT
Online

Main Sponsor(s): US Small Business Administration
Contact: Irene Gonzalez, 208-334-1673,
irene.gonzalez@sba.gov

Fee: Free; registration required

Learn the essentials of federal contracting for
small businesses. This event will cover the
basics of navigating the federal contracting
process, as well as the various certifications
available to help your small business succeed
in the government marketplace. Certifications
include: 8(a) Business Development Program,
HUBZone Certification, Woman Owned Small
Business (WOSB/EDWOSB), and Veteran
Owned Small Business (VOSB). Don’t miss
this opportunity to gain valuable insights and
resources to help your small business. Register
at https://www.eventbrite.com/e/federal-con-
tracting-basics-and-certifications-for-small-
businesses-tickets-1977729664666

SBA 101: Introduction to SBA Programs Webinar
Wednesday, July 15, 2026, 9:00 am-10:00 am CDT
Online

Main Sponsor(s): US Small Business Administration,
Rhode Island District Office

Contact: Brian Hopkins, 401-528-4575,
brian.hopkins@sba.gov

Fee: Free; registration required

This free workshop, presented by the Rhode Island

OR YOUR BUSINESS

District Office, is designed to help entrepreneurs
understand the various SBA programs and
services available to help them as they start,
expand, grow, and recover their businesses.
This overview presentation covers: Introduction
to the SBA; SBA Resource Partner Network—
Business Training and One-on-One Counseling;
Selling to the Federal Government—SBA
Contracting Certification Programs; Access to
Capital—Loan and Surety Bond Programs;
International Trade Assistance; Emergency
Preparedness and Disaster Assistance Loans.
Register online for the free workshop webinar
at https://www.sba.gov/event/80672

Federal Contracting: Woman-Owned Small
Business (WOSB) Certification Program Webinar
Tuesday, July 21, 2026, 1:00 pm-3:00 pm CDT
Online

Main Sponsor(s): US Small Business Administration
Contact: Patrice Dozier, patrice.dozier@sba.gov
Fee: Free; registration required

SBA is creating a space for Woman-Owned
Small Businesses, via WOSB certification!

Are you a woman owner of a small business?
The federal government’s goal is to award

at least five percent of all federal contracting
dollars to woman-owned small businesses each
year. Join us for training on how to register for
SBA’s Woman-Owned Small Business (WOSB)
program, which helps eligible small businesses
to qualify for federal contracting opportunities.
The monthly sessions include an overview of
the self-certification process, and a discussion
of the NAICS codes that qualify as WOSB or
EDWOSB. Register at https://www.eventbrite.
com/e/woman-owned-small-business-wosb-
certification-program-tickets-1986914400458
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